PRISON    EXPERIENCE                                  III
Gandhi pointed out that the fingerprints would not be demanded
from those who had sworn not to give them. And he promised all
possible help to any Pathan or other who wished to register without
giving fingerprints. Gandhi, however, added: cel do not like threat of
death which the friend has held out. I also believe that one may not
swear to kill another in the name of the Most High. However, as the
principal party responsible for this settlement and as a servant of the
community, it is my clear duty to take the lead in giving fingerprints,
and I pray to God that He graciously permits me so to do. To die by
the hand of a brother, rather than by disease or in such other way,
cannot be for me a matter for sorrow. And if even in such a case I
am free from the thoughts of anger or hatred against my assailant,
I know that that will redound to my eternal welfare, and even the
assailant will later on realize my perfect innocence."
There were about fifty Pathans staying in the Transvaal and some
of them were Gandhi's clients. They had fully participated in the
struggle and none of them had submitted to the Black Act. But it was
easy to mislead them, an unsophisticated and credulous race.
Gandhi reached home at three a.m. He surrendered himself to the
jail authorities at seven and within an hour, with the rest of his
fellow convicts, he received his formal discharge on January 31. The
Indian community welcomed them at the jail gate and all proceeded
to the place of meeting where the released prisoners were received
with gusto.
Shortly after 9.45 a.m. on Monday, February 10, Gandhi and his
colleagues left his office, which was also the office of the Satyagraha
Association to take certificates of registration. Eight Pathans led by
powerfully built Mir Alam followed them. As soon as they approach-
ed the Registration office, Mir Alam asked Gandhi what he intended
to do. "I propose to take out a certificate of registration giving the
ten fingerprints/* replied Gandhi. "If you go with me, I will first get
you a certificate, with an impression only of the two thumbs, then I
will take one for myself, giving the fingerprints."
As soon as Gandhi finished the sentence Mir Alam hit him with a
heavy stick. An eyewitness said: "The stick missed the spinal chord.
But Gandhi at once fainted with the words He Rama on his lips.
Gandhi in falling struck his head against a jagged stone with the result
that the upper lip and cheek were badly lacerated, and a tooth was
loosened, whilst his forehead just above the eye struck another stone